Signaling Natural Products from Human Pathogenic Bacteria.
Natural products from microorganisms are important small molecules that play roles in various biological processes like cellular growth, motility, nutrient acquisition, stress response, biofilm formation, and defense. It is hypothesized that pathogens exploit these molecules to regulate virulence and persistence during infections. Here, we present selected examples of signaling natural products from human pathogenic bacteria that use these metabolites to gain a competitive advantage. Targeting these signaling systems provides novel strategies to antimicrobial treatments.